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What an exciting time… 
 
I am excited! I know our new, settled minister, the 
Reverend Tim Temerson, is excited. I expect and hope that 
you are excited as well. 
 
As I write this, Rev. Tim and his family are wending their 
way from eastern Massachusetts to northeast Ohio. We 
begin our spiritual journey together in earnest on Sunday, 
August 2. This is Tim’s first worship service with us. Be 
there. What an exciting time! 
 
I am so pleased and honored to have an opportunity to lead 
our congregation this year. My commitment to you is to do 
the best I can to help us have as rich and beautiful a 
ministry with Tim as we can; and to make 
sure that we move into the future as a 
Unitarian Universalist congregation where 
we are able to develop our spirituality as 
broadly and as deeply as we wish. I have 
heard from many that we need to get our 
congregation outside our walls more 
broadly as well. We have so much to 
contribute to the world, whether that world 
is local or international. Let’s work with 
Tim to make our faith as rich and beneficial for others as 
we can. (Look for the display in the hallway for one 
expression of how we have made a difference very 
recently.) 
 
What is coming? While we have not charted our first year 
with Tim yet, we will begin the journey on August 1. To 
move us into the future with excitement and success, we 
should be prepared to do some things differently. We all 
have ideas on this. As we learned during our transition 
period, we do some things well and some things not so 
well. I have every expectation that Tim will help us do 
more things better, and find things that we have not been 
doing that we want and should do. Join me in a 
commitment to work for empowering change. Change will 
come. Let’s embrace it and let it make us stronger. 

In the months ahead, we will do a number of things. 

Your Board of Trustees will begin working very diligently 
with Tim so we have the ministerial and lay leadership we 
need. 

On Friday, August 21, we will have a potluck dessert 
gathering to begin to define our journey with Tim. We are 
asking the congregation to come together for good dessert 
and even better conversation about our heritage. 

On Saturday, August 22, our lay leadership will gather 
with Tim to look at our ministry together. 

In the fall, we will do stewardship in exciting new ways. 
Stewardship is not about money. Oh, the 
money is important, but stewardship is 
really about taking responsibility for 
how well we do our ministry today and 
being certain that we are strong for 
future generations. Good stewardship 
requires our generosity, in time, talents 
and resources. 

In the winter–spring months of 2010, we 
will come together as a congregation 

with Tim to look to our future: What are our core values? 
What is our mission? Where do we want to go? How can 
we best get there? 

Also, during this period, we will formally install Tim as 
our new settled minister. This is important stuff, for Tim 
and for us. Please do not get impatient. It requires a lot of 
careful planning. Watch for news in future months. 
 
These are just some of the highlights. Let’s get started… 
 
Yours in faith, 

 Join me in a 
commitment to work for 
empowering change. 
Change will come. Let’s 
embrace it and let it 
make us stronger. 

� �

��

Charlie Nelson, 
President of the Congregation 
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During the summer, 12:30 services will 
consist of Meditation on 1st (or 2nd) 

Sundays and Healing Gathering on 4th 
Sundays. Other 12:30 services are  

on hiatus during the summer months.  
 

Sunday, August 2  
NO SERVICE 

 
Sunday, August 9 at 12:30 p.m.  

Buddhist-Inspired Meditation Service   
After a brief introduction, we will sit for 20 
minutes of quiet meditation and then rise for a 
walking meditation. Please contact Sarah 
Culver with questions. 
 

Sunday, August 16  
NO SERVICE 

 
Sunday, August 23 at 12:30 p.m. 

Healing Gathering 
Group prayer and meditation will be followed 
by a time when individuals may receive the 
loving touch of Reiki practitioners and other 
energy workers for the healing of body, mind 
and spirit. If you are not able to attend, please 
feel free to stop by and leave names of those 
who might wish to receive such energy, or 
contact Frances. 
 

Sunday, August 30 
NO SERVICE 

12:30 P.M. SUNDAY SERVICES 

Sunday, August 2 at 10:30 a.m. 
Beginning Together 

Rev. Tim Temerson preaching 
As our shared journey begins, we will explore the 
meaning of ministry and what we might do together.  
  

August 9 at 10:30 a.m. 
The Wonder of Science 

Rev. Tim Temerson preaching 
Science is often seen as the enemy of religion  Today 
we will consider a different possibility, namely that 
science is a source of religious truth and experience. 
 

August 16 at 10:30 a.m. 
The Gift of Prayer 

Worship Leader:  Pam Garn Nunn 
Many UUs are uncomfortable with the idea of prayer, 
especially if they were damaged by its use when they 
were younger.  But prayer can take different forms and 
be different things to different people. We'll hear about 
the possibilities in prayer and its place in our free faith.  
  

August 23 at 10:30 a.m. 
Practices of Faith 

Rev. Tim Temerson preaching 
Is faith more a matter of belief or practice, of affirming 
one doctrine or continually seeking truth and meaning?  
Today we will kick-off a sermon series that looks at 
different spiritual practices and how they can deepen 
our faith and enrich our journeys of the spirit.     
  
August 30 at 10:30 a.m. 
Reaching for the Heart: 
Small Group Ministry Sunday 
Being part of a strong, supportive 
community is one of the most important 
reasons many of us make the UU Church 
of Akron our spiritual home.  While there are many 
ways to experience community at UUCA, Small Group 
Ministry (SGM) has provided this opportunity for 5 
years and we are gearing up for #6! Today members of 
our small groups will join Rev. Tim in sharing stories 
about the power of SGM in enriching our spiritual lives.  
Following the service, experience that power for 
yourself as we offer an hour-long drop-in SGM 
experience.  Childcare will be provided and coffee hour 
will follow the SGM drop-in.  Please direct questions to 
Linda Hale, Barbara Kyvig, or Jann Miller.   

10:30 A.M. SUNDAY SERVICES 

 

The Ethical Humanist  
Society of Akron 
ON HIATUS FOR  
THE SUMMER  
For more information, contact Susan Davis.  
 
Jewish–Oriented Service  
ON HIATUS FOR THE SUMMER 
Please contact Brent Stansen for more 
information. 
 

FRIDAY WORSHIP ENRICHMENT 
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Dear Friends – 
 
What a joy it is to be writing my first column as your 
new settled minister! The Temerson family has been 
looking forward to this day for quite some time and 
we are so very excited to begin this journey with all of 
you. 
 
Since we last saw you during Candidating Week, our 
lives have been a blur – finishing work and the school 
year, getting ordained, selling our home in 
Massachusetts and buying one in the Akron area, 
packing and unpacking what seems like millions of 
boxes, and saying goodbye to our friends and our 
church. 
 
Goodbyes are always hard and over the past weeks we 
have shared countless hugs and shed quite a few tears.  
But as one of our closest friends told us, this goodbye 
was made easier and even joyful by the fact that it is 
leading to something so wonderful – our new lives in 
Akron and my ministry at UUCA! 
 
Speaking of ministry, I’m really looking forward to 
getting started. The beginning of a ministry can be 
filled with so much new energy and so many new 
possibilities. Needless to say, I have many ideas and 
dreams for the UU Church of Akron, and I look 
forward to sharing them with you as we explore 
together the future of this wonderful church 
community. 
 
But as much as I want to share my ideas with you, I 
am even more excited about hearing your ideas and 
your stories. Each of you has a unique story and I 
can’t wait to hear them! I believe it is in the coming 
together and sharing of our stories that a religious 
community is able to discover and live out its vision 
and purpose. 
 
So as we begin our journey together, I invite you to 
reflect on your own story and on your dreams for the 
UU Church of Akron.  Share them with each other 
and with me.  What has been your spiritual journey?  
What feeds you spiritually, emotionally, and 
intellectually?  What do you feel called to do with 
your life and in the world? And what role does this 
religious community play in your life’s journey and 
what might we do together both within and beyond 
the walls of the congregation? 
 
As we begin the exciting work of ministry together, 
may this be a time of listening, learning, storytelling, 
and dreaming.  See you on August 2nd! 
 

Many Blessings, 
 

 %((��!���"��%+��(#! �

������������������������� ���
��	���	���	���	� ����

 
Things change.  Spring changes to summer, friends die and 
babies are born, and people move in and move out of our lives. 
The loss or addition of every person has a great impact on our 
life. 
 
Speaking for all the mouse population in our church I 
welcome Rev. Tim Temerson. We thank him in advance for 
sharing the gifts of his talent, his inspiration, and his laughter. 
As Tim gets to know us I’m sure he will come to depend on, 
trust, and respect all the members of our congregation who 
walk on four legs. Whenever he needs our help we’ll be there. 
 
OK, I know, this column is to spread the word on Ecological  
How Tos.  I’ll get to it.  Last month I told you we would 
continue with information on taking care of your yard.  So.... 
 
Maintaining a healthy and colorful yard is even easier if you 
use native (Ohio area) plants.  They’ve adapted to our climate, 
become accustomed to local pests, and acclimated to local 
weather conditions. (They will wait for the rain to come.)  Our 
local birds, butterflies, and other cute bugs will hang around 
these plants and make the yard a pleasant place in which to 
live. 
 
Native flowers will take little or no care from you, giving you 
time to just enjoy the view. Here’s a short list: Phlox, Queen 
Anne’s Lace, Mayapple, Serviceberries (more like a bush), 
Wild Strawberry, Trillium, Coltsfoot, Goldenrod.... These are 
just a few examples to get you started. 
 
So-called “wild” flowers are easy to acquire if you have a 
farm or a vacation cabin or a friend with one who will share. 
You can also make a call to the Metro parks or the National 
park to get ideas and maybe even references on where to go. 
 
You notice I haven’t mentioned dandelions. They’re great 
flowers. A little hard to contain in their designated space but 
they’re bright colored, hardy, they make a great wine, and they 
will grant you a wish if you blow off all the seeds with one 
breath. Can’t ask for more than that. 
 
But if you have neighbors who frown at dandelions they may 
start frowning at you when the seeds from your yard blow into 
theirs. You may have to choose which you want, pretty yellow 
flowers or smiling neighbors.  
 
Try to keep everyone smiling!  
Including yourself!!!!  

������������ ����

����  
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August Sunday Mornings  
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Our Whole Lives (OWL) for 7th, 8th and 9th graders will be offered again this 
year for the fifth time.  If you are interested in learning more and you have not 
received information by snail mail, please contact the Religious Education 
Director at the church.  The course will again be facilitated by Jenni and Chris 
Papp who have participated in intensive OWL training sessions for teens and 
adults, run by the UUA.  

 

We encourage you to consider the OWL Program, which has experienced great 
success in our Church since its implementation in Fall of 2001. Its open, 
thoughtful, values-oriented approach to the issues of human sexuality and 
responsible decision making for healthy, positive lives is refreshing and exciting.   
 
This is a wonderful opportunity to have available for the Youth of our 
Congregation.  Please encourage your youth to ask some of the Senior High Youth 
about their experiences in OWL. 

 

Registration will be at the end of the summer.  Size of the class is limited to twelve 
youth participants.  If you have any questions or concerns about the program please 
feel free to contact OWL Facilitators Jenni or Chris, or contact Rich Roberts, 
Director of Religious Education, at the church. 

��� ��
is a highly regarded, 

comprehensive, education 
course on human sexuality 

co-developed for young 
people by the Unitarian 
Universalist Association 
(UUA) and The United 

Church of Christ 
(UCC).  The overall goal of 
OWL is to create a positive 

lifespan educational 
program that will help our 

children gain the 
knowledge, values, and 
skills to lead sexually 

healthy, responsible lives.   
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The Monday Tai Chi class taught by  
Diana Pawloski is on hiatus for the 
summer. �
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Sometimes you just want to have fun.  
If so, you are in luck but you need to plan 
ahead. On Saturday, October 17 at 5:30 p.m. 
the Circle of Elders is sponsoring an every-
member pot-luck dinner and show. When is 
the last time you went out for dinner and a 
show – at no cost? Yes, this may be the last, 
truly free dinner and show. And we promise 
you will get your money's worth. 

 
A group of dynamic thespians has been assembled for a 
world-premier production of “Sailing Away – a low drama 
on the high seas.” The intergenerational cast will astound 
you. Rarely has such talent been brought together on one 
stage. This promises to be the most talked about theatrical 
event in years and you don't want to be the only one who 
wasn't there. Put this extravaganza on your calendar now. 
 
Even better – join the cast for the hijinks aboard the SS UU, a 
cruise ship like no other as she sails away.  Parts are being 
cast for all ages and prior experience is not required. Contact 
the Casting Director Jane Bond.  This could be your big 
break, from here to Hollywood, all aboard! 
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AL LASHER: 
 It is with great sadness that we report the death of longtime UUCA member Al Lasher , who passed away on 
June 29 after being diagnosed with lung cancer several months ago.  Al, who had been a member of the church 
since 1968, had been actively involved in Wednesday night’s AA group, was a member of the Circle of Elders since 
its inception in 2001, and had attended the 2007 General Assembly in Portland, Oregon.  Al had recently moved to 
the state of Washington to be closer to his son, John. Condolences can be sent to John Lasher.  
 A Memorial Service to celebrate Al’s life will take  place at UUCA on Saturday, August 1 at 10:00 a.m.  A 
reception will immediately follow.  
 
MESSAGE FROM LAUREL WINTERS AND BILL JORDAN: 
 Our son, young Bill Jordan , married Tressa Barfett on Saturday, July 11.  After their honeymoon, they will be 
living in Twinsburg.  He is working at EdgePark Medical Supply.  They have both just graduated from Hiram College.  
In addition to working, he will be going to graduate school in communications management at night at John Carroll 
University beginning in the fall.  Tressa will be attending the Ohio College of Podiatric Medicine in Cleveland. 
 

OUR DEEPEST CONDOLENCES TO MARY ANN BALLINGER AND F AMILY: 
 Sadly, Mary Ann Ballinger’s mother, Margaret Minor , died June 18. Services were held June 23.  She was  
a member of St. Matthew Church and a proud graduate of Ellet High School.  One of Margaret's proudest 
accomplishments was the establishment and 17-year operation of the Presser Towers Flea Market. 
 

��������������������������� �
 

 June 28 84 
 July 5 92 
 July 12 115 
 July 19 117 

 

Pastoral Associates: 
 

Mary Ann Ballinger, Coordinator  
 

 
Mary Caesar   
Susan Davis   

Becky Dempster   
Mary Petrich   

Linda Rush Ryder   
Sally Willoughby   

 

���������	��
� �

� � ��%�� ��$%�(%�

If you have a request  
for food, transportation, etc. 

(or know someone who does) please contact: 
 

Ron Richer   
 

	���
��	������

� �

Come to the Blood Pressure screening on the 
second Sunday of every month.   

Contact Janet Wertz  
for more information. 

��	���
�������
������ �

This version of The Reporter has been modified to 
ensure the security and privacy  

of our members.   
For additional contact info, members and friends 

are encouraged to view the  
original version of this document.   

All others please contact uuca.admin@juno.com   
or the church office for more information. 
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Sunday Service starts at 10:30 a.m.  

Fellowship Hour takes place at 11:30 a.m.  
Midday Service starts at 12:30 p.m.  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
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Please note that the 
calendar is subject  

to change.   
If you need confirmation  
of an event or activity,  

please contact the 
individual in charge  
or the church office. 
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NAMETAGS  
If anyone needs a replacement nametag,  

please write your name legibly on the clipboard 
in the narthex.  This way, Dianne  

and Dawn can get them made before  
Rev. Tim arrives.  It would help him and his 
family get to know all of us more quickly. 
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UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CHURCH 
3300 MOREWOOD RD. 
AKRON, OH 44333 
Phone: (330) 836-2206   Fax: (330) 836-3106 
Email: uuca.admin@juno.com 
Website: www.uuakron.org  

IF YOU DO NOT WISH TO RECEIVE THIS NEWSLETTER, CHECK HERE ____ 
DETACH, APPLY CORRECT POSTAGE, AND RETURN. 
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 OUR HOURS: 
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The UUCA is a  
“Welcoming Congregation”  

that warmly and openly encourages  
the full participation of gay, lesbian, 

bisexual and transgender people  
in the life of the congregation. 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Please remember your nametags—others do not 
remember your name as well as you do! 

 
 

Have you remembered UUCA in your will? 

 
 

A MESSAGE FROM YOUR COLLECTORS: 
Is your pledge up to date?   

Please review yours and do what you can. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

ADMINISTRATION CLUSTER TRUSTEE 
John Kutuchief 

 

FINANCE CLUSTER TRUSTEE 
Mike Savage 

 

MISSION CLUSTER TRUSTEE 
David Houdeschell  

 

PRIORITY CLUSTER TRUSTEE 
David Martin 

 

PROGRAM CLUSTER TRUSTEE 
Randy Mitchell 

SECRETARY 
Susan Shah 

 

TREASURER 
Chuck Radebaugh 

PRESIDENT 
Charlie Nelson 
 

PRESIDENT-ELECT 
Elizabeth Reilly 


